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Take home copy of lIT-JEE
answer sheet from 2012

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 26

STUDENTS appearing for
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Joint Entrance Exam
(IITJEE) in 2012 will be al-
lowed to take home a copy of
their answer sheets on the
day of the examination itself,

Also, all girls applying for
the exam will be exempted
from paying the application
fee from next year, irrespec-
tive of category, sources in
the top institute said.

lIT-Delhi to conduct exam, no application fee for girls

the fourth time since its in-

scanned copy of the appli-

Students are requiredto  ception. The date for the cants’ Objective Response
pay an application fee of exam has been fixed for the  Sheets (ORS) on the website
Rs1,800for the general cate- ~ April 8, 2012. The responsi-  and also provides copies ot
gory and half of that for the  bility for conducting the request after the results ar
reserved category. The dark-  exam is given to a different  declared. But, from next year,
ening of bubbles on the institute every year by the a chemical-based carbon
ORS, done using HB pencils  JAB. IIT Kanpur conducted  copy will be attached to thd
till now, will now be done the exam this year. Approxi-  original ORS, which the stu-
with pens. However, there  mately 6 lakh students apply  dents will be allowed to take
willbe nochangesinthe pat-  for the entrance exam every  awaywith them. The decisioh®
tern of the exam. year and about 4.5 lakh stu-  wastaken at the Joint Admis=1

IIT Delhiwill be conduct-  dents take the exam, sion Board (JAB) meeting ofs

Jngthe IMTJEE nextyear,for  ; Currently, IIT uplogdsa,  the ITshere on Friday. 10!
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New Delhi: In a bid to en-

courage girlstoappear in the
IIT"s prestigious joint en-
trance examination (JEE),
girlcandidates wouldn’t have
to pay any application fee
from next year. The applica-
tion fee for boys, however,
wotld be raised from Rs 1,000
toRs1,300.

From 2012, applicants
would also be allowed to car-
ry a copy of optic response
sheet on which answers are
Inscribed immediately after
the examination. Also, an-
swers can be circled by pen,
instead of pencil as is being
done now, These decisions
were taken on Friday by the
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lIT entrance test fee waiver for girls

Asplrants Will Be AIIowed To Carry Copy Of Response Sheet After The Exam

iy JEE 201118
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IOT joint admission board
(JAB). Next year's JEE would
be conducted by IIT-Delhi.
ITs had initiated reforms in
small measures from last
year. For instance, answers
were put out by the JAB be-
fore the results came out.
However, it was done 35 days
after the test. Also, the

" Girl candldates ' 7}
_wouldn't have to pay * -]
any application fee .
- from next year. The -
application fee for
hoys, however, would -
be raised from
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Rs 1000 to Rs 1,800 3

scanned copies of optlc re-
sponse sheet of candidates
were put on JAB website af-
ter the result. But errors,
worth 30 marks, were also
pointed out.

IITs could feel fresh heat
for carrying out more re-
forms after the Supreme
Court set aside a Delhi high

P-11

court order that dismissed a
PIL by Rajeev Kumar of HT-
Kharagpur. HC had said Ku-
mar does not have the locus
standi to demand reforms in
JEE. However, last week apex
court judge G S Singhvi said,
“The high court was notjusti-
fied in non-suiting the appel-
lant on the ground of lack of
locus without even adverting

to the averments made by*

himthat he wasa professor at
IIT-Kharagpur, that his scn
and daughter had appeared
in the Joint Entrance Exam-
inations conducted in 2006
and 2010 respectively and
that he was interested in en-
suring that the Joint En-
trance Examination is con-
ducted in a transparent and
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fair manner so that merito-
rious students may not suf-
fer” The matter has since
gone back tothe Delhi HC.

In his PIL, Kumar had de-
manded that JAB should re-
lease model answers along
with solutions immediately
after the examination, He al-
s0 wanted an investigation
into the irregularities, tam-
pering and fraud in the con-
duct of JEE and in granting
admissionsinIITs.

Kumar had also prayed
for setting up of a committee
of independent experts to
prescribe a rational system
for determination of subject
cut-offs and for eliminating
other discrepancies and ir-

regularities.
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CAT for lIMs, IITs and 11S¢

JMET used pre\}iously by IITs and IISc will be discontinued'

Special Correspondent

NEW DELYE The Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (11Ms),
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) and the Indian
Institutes of Science (IISc)
on Friday announced that
they would use common ad-
mission test (CAT-2011) as
part of the student selection
process of their Masters in
Business Administration

(MBA) and Masters in Man- -

agement programmes from
the academic year 2012-13.

Those having taken this
decision are the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology at
Bombay, Dethi, Kanpur, Kha-
ragpur, Madras and Roorkee,
and the Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore.

The Joint Management
Entrance Test (JMET) previ-
ously used for admission by

y*

_ e A. study reveals JMET is ﬁot too dissimilar from

CAT

~

-

o,

the IITs and the IISc will be
discontinued. A recent re-
view revealed that the rela-
tively young JMET is not too
dissimilar from CAT, and
that the effort to organise
JMET- each year seemed
enormous in relation to the
approximately 40,000 candi-
dates who took the test each

" year..

“The intersection of can-
didates who take both CAT
and JMET in a single year is
quite large, The decision to
use CAT for admission into
the 1ITs and 11Sc will min-
imise the test preparation

* ‘Move will minimise test preparation and financlal
burden on candidates’ -

and financial burden on can-
didates,” said Professor L.S.
Ganesh, former head of the
department of the Manage-
ment Department, IIT Ma-
dras. “CAT is an ideal fit for
IITs as it is a well evolved,
established, standardised
and widely accepted en-
trance exam for admission
intc PG programmes in
Management in India, It is
also conceived and devel-
oped by the IIMs, which
serve as the benchnfark for
Management education in
our country and are highly
regarded national institu-

tions like
added.

Welcoming this move,
Professor Janakiraman
Moorthy, CAT 2011 conve-
nor, said: “This is a major
initiative that brings two
premier higher education
systems together. We antici-
pate that this will result in
closer tie-ups and collabora-
tive research work that will
provide both sets of institu-
tions a competitive edge in
the long run,”

20-day windotv

CAT 2011 will be held over
a 20-day window from 22
October to 18 November
2011 across 36 cities. Online
registration, opened on 17
August, will be available un-
til 28 September 2011. Pro-
metric, a provider of
market-leading test develop-

the IITs,” he
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REFASHIONED IITS

‘Recommendations call for reflection

;IHE IIT council is scheduled to take 2 call on 14 September on

‘the Ramasami committee’s report on reforms. Not that these pre-
.mier centres of excellence are targeting a reformation; but should
the panel's recommendations be accepted without modification,
this could lead to a dramatic change in the functioning of ITTs as
indeed other technologjcal colleges. Chief among the suggestions
is a single admission test that will take care of entry to IITs and the
state-level institutions. On the face of it, this is 2 theoretically sound
concept. The admission tests are at present conducted by the IITs,
state-level boards and the AICTE. A single exam will ensure unifor
ity in evaluation. There are merits and demerits of both systems,
Bowever. Standards of school-leaving exams ~ 1SC, CBSE and
state Higher Secondary councils ~ vary from state to state. And the
varying syllabi may militate against a common all-India evaluation.
The recommendation calls for reflection; in the interests of the stu-
dents, it would be unfair to rush to a decision. e

. The Ramasami committee’s suggestion on tenure-based faculties
deserves unqualified support. It is sorgewhat similar to the system
that obtains in campuses in America, and is embedded in the con-
dept of perform or perish. The system will ensure regularity and
quality of classtoom lectures, a casualty of higher education at least
in West Bengal. Small wonder that two years ago, the UGC had stip-
ulated a minimum number of lectures 1o justify the enormously
hiked pay-band. If the entry of students is to be regulated, the per-
formance of the faculties ought also to be subject to evaluation,

. Yet another suggestion relates to the fee structure. It would be
an under-statement 1o call the proposed hike exorbitant, The com-
mittee has recommended Rs 2 lakh a year for ITTs, up from the pre-
sent Rs 50,000. In terms of fees, the II'Ts will rank next to the [IMs.
Even allowing for the proposed subsidy for weaker sections, this
will severely compromise those who aren’t poor enough to be
called ‘weaker' but not rich enough to afford Rs 2 lakh a year.
Unlike the 1IMs, the under-graduate course in IITs is meant for
those straight out of school. It would be less than fair to charge the

dents at the rate of the post-graduate B-schools. To cite lucrative

offers at the end of the B Tech course is to proceed from conclu-
sion to premise. It will only encourage loan melzs in banks.
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IIT-JEE FORMAT
TO BE CHANGED

NEW DELHI: Here'’s some
news for students plan-
ning to appear for the IIT-
JEE in 2012, The format of
the exam is all set to
change with two papers
being held on the same
day. April 8 has been
decided as the tentative
date of the exam. The IITs"
are also attempting to pro-
vide a copy of the Optical
Response Sheet (ORS) to
students, which they can
take home after the exam,
A copy of the ORS with
answers will also be put up
on the IIT website after
the exam. HMTC

Free Press Indore 26.08.11, p-3
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JEE panel says no to Acharya commitiee views

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH!

he meeting of the Joint

Entrance Reforms
Committee of T Ramaswami in
II'T-Delhi, with statistical experts
from ISI Kolkata on Friday
agreed to the controversial deci-
sion on giving the carbon copy
of the optical response sheets to
the candidates, thereby enabling
him to verify the answers and
lending transparency to the
examination procedure.

According to the sources,
this could be made possible after
a PIL filed by Rajeev Kumar,
whistle-blower professor of
computer sclence from IIT
Kharagpur for comprehensive

reforms and conduction of JEE
with transparency and account-
ability to minimise bunglings.
He was later suspended for
allegedly defaming the institute.

“The PIL filed in Dethi High

sion, the JEE committee trashed
the proposals by Acharya
Committee, arguing that 12th
standard marks cannot be effec-
tively be normalised.
According to sources, the

tests for IIT, was also dis-
carded on the grounds that it
will lead to “add-on tests race”
among many others, leading
to multiplicity of examina-
tions. Further, add-on is sub-

MEET AGREES TO THE CONTROVERSIAL DECISION
ON GIVING THE CARBON COPY OF THE OPTICAL
RESPONSE SHEETS TO THE CANDIDATES

Court, had earlier been quashed
on the plea that it had no locus
standi. But the Supreme Court
pointinﬁ out that the High
Court had gravely erred in
doing so remitted it back for dis-
poﬁ of the petition on merit.

In another important deci-

Times of India ND 27/08/2011

meeting pointed out that
marks scored across the board
cannot be compared, thereby
discarding normalisation as
well as any percentile-based
scheme, on the basis of rank-
ing in these examinations.
The concept of add-on-

jective {long question answer);
subjective evaluation is error-
prone and open to manipula-
tion, Such an evaluation can-
not scale to increasing num-
ber of aspirants.

The Acharya panel set up
in February 2009 in its interim

P-18

report had suggested that the
entry of students to technical
institutions on the basis of
their combined score of Class
XII (70 per cent weightage) and
the National Aptitude Test.
For entry to 1ITs, the pancl,
despite stiff resistance from
HRD Ministry had suggested
an add-on subjective test.

A major 1objection to th;
Ach anel report pertaine
to nmglisatior? of Class XII
marks across different State
boards which have their own
exams and evaluation. This
was later replaced by a fresh
panel under Secretary, Science
and Technology T Ramasami
to suggest more acceptable
mechanisms in this regard.

IIMs to award special marks to girls and non-engineering students seeking admission

Diversity can breed creativity

sionof thesix newIIMs, as well as the

ones in Lucknow and Kozhikede, to
award special marks for admission to wom-
en and non-engineering students. The ratio-
nale behind it is plausible and individual
educational institutions should be allowed
tomake experiments in affirmativeaction of
this sort, as long as they don’t flow from
government diktat. The [IMs inquestionfeel
thattheiradmissionprocessisskewed -
towards male engineering graduates,
when greater diversity in the class- ™
room would make for more academic creati-
vity Promoting women and non-engineering
students with bonus points can inject
much-needed diversity in classrooms.

The Common Admission Test (CAT) used
to screen IIM aspirants is quite formulaic.
True, given the massive number of appli-
cants, it is practical to have a nation-wide
common entrance exam as the first filter.
However, the character of the CAT exam
provides an edge to engineering students, a
majority of whom are male. As a result, the
thinking pattern of 1M students differs lit-
tle. Givinggirls andthosefromnongngmeer-

There’s nothing wrong with the deci-

ing backgrounds bonus points can offset the

monoctony and lead to vibrant classrooms.
This is not unlike the affirmative action poli-
¢y in US universities, where admission crite-
ria for certain candidates are relaxed taking
into account the extra edge that diverse
backgrounds canbringin.

Aslongasaffirmative
action is the discretion of
the institutes concerned,

ES VIEWs
not a government man-
dated rule, meritocracy
won't be diluted. Educa-
tional institutes know
what is best for them and iR
deserve far greater autonomy over admis-
sions. Besides, there isnorule that says engi-
neers make better management graduates.
Cross-discipline studies and interactions
need encouraging to foster lateral thinking.
Some giants of business, such as Steve Jobs
or Richard Branson, owe their success to
their ability to think out of the box. That's
something the IIMs should strivefor.

Standards will be sacrificed

in Lucknow and Kozhikode have

decided to grant special marks for
admission to gitls and non-engineers.
This is unfortunate in the extreme, If any-
thing, the move comes suspiciously close
to the policy of reserva-
tion - call it quota in a
disguised form. While
some may argue that

g ix new IIMs as well as the institutes
-

" COUNTERVIEW »

affectacademicstandardsas many deserving
students may be deprived of a fair chance
to compete on an equal footing. Our [IMs
and IITs have created a reputation for
promoting meritocracy. A seat in an IIM is
coveted and fiercely contested by Jakhs of
MBA aspirants. So, the IMs can't suddenly
blink at the need to attract the best and
the brightest. To make academic curricula
more diverse and courses less linear, they
can instead remould selection
_______ criteria which, at present, are

Ajay Valshnay
there’s a need to add-
ress the skewed gender
balance at IIMs and to
garner a diverse pool of

i < talent, particularlyfrom
non-engineering’ streams, this shouldn't
be done through a policy of giving ‘grace’
marks. That'll accord unfair advantage to
the targeted beneficiaries, many of whom
may be non-deserving candidates.

Such amethod is certainly not the way *

forward. For, if the aim is to engender
diversityintheclassroom, this policy won't
servethe purpose. Allit willdo is adversely

tailormadé for engineering,
economics and commerce graduates.

That will call for devising a selection
procedure that goes beyond just assessing
a candidate’s mathematical, logical and
verbal abilities. The ITMs can take the cue
from American universities which appraise
the overall suitability of applicants, irres-
pective of gender. They look at a student’s
statement of purpose as well as analytical
skills, not just GMAT scores. This automati-
callyallowsthem toadmitadiverserange of
students without favouring any group over
others. There’s no reason why our manage-
ment institutes can’t emulate this practice.
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II'T-made satellite to be
launched by Sept-Oct

Srinivas Laxman | nn

Mumbai: India’s first HT-made
satellite is set to blast off by next
month or October from Srihariko-
ta. The 3-kg Jugnu is designed and
developed by the students and staff
of H'T Kanpur s development be-
gan in 2008.

The small satellite will piggy-
back withiwoother nanosgatellifes
— 10-kg SRMSat built by students
and teachers of SRM University,
Chennail, andanotherfromLuxem-
bourg — on the 500-kg Indo-French
Megha Tropigues satellite thatwill
undertake atmospheric studies.

The highly proven four-stage

Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) rocket will carry these sat-
ellites. “It promises {o be historic
mission because it will be the first
timeasatellitebuiliby HT students
and staff will belaunched,”saidan
Isroofficial.

The images transmitted by Jug-
nuwill help in studyingvegetation
and wateyr bodies. It will operate at
an altitude between 500 and 850 km
inthe sun synchronousorbit,

The primary mission role of
SRMSat will be o study green-
housegases,. Thiswillbethesecond
Chennai-made satellite to be
launched. The first one, Anusat,
was launched in April 2009,
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AIIMS cancels entrance
results after TOI report

Durgesh Nandan Jha | tnn

New Delhi: The All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) has cancelled results of
the written exam conducted on
August 7, just hours after TOI
reported the ‘paper leak’ in the
entrance exam for recruitment
of ophthalmic technicians. In-
terviews that were scheduled
for Angust 26 have also been
cancelled. Officials said the ap-
plicants will be re-issued admit
cards and allotted a new exam-
inationdate,

“We are inquiring into alle-
gations and action will be taken
against the guilty officials,”
said Dr R C Deka, ATIMS direc-
tor. He did not divulge namesof
officials who are being probed.

Eight candidates, who ap-
peared for the examination,
had written to the director on

U L A T T g e [

Wednesday alleging that many
applicants were aware of the
questions and had prepared ac-
cordingly. Sources said 110 ap-
plicants took the exam for eight
posts of which 44 were selected

in the last 10 years
there have been six
instanceswhen
AlIMS examinations
have came under
the scanner

and called foran interview. *We
have been told that exams will
be conducted again,” said
Prashant Kumar Jaiswal, one
of the candidates selected in
theexam. TheProgressive Med-
icos and Scientific Forum, a
groupof AIIMS doctors, said in
thelast10yearsthere have been

six instances where institute
examinations came under the
scanner of investigating agen-
cies, including CBI, for irregu-
larities. Two months ago, CBI
registered a case pertaining to
manijpulation and rigging of
ATIMS entrance exam, held on
May 8. Six persons had been ar-
rested. During investigation, it
was found that those invelved
in the question paper leak had
also manipulated various en-
trance exams conducted by Al-
IMS since January 2010.

“The institute has failed to
set up an effective mechanism
to check irregularities in ex-
ams. Those responsible must
be brought to book. Just resche-
duling the exams won’t help as
it is a matter of the sanctity of
the examination system of the
premier institute” said a
doctor, -
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CAT and mouse tension
rattles students in Gujarat

Test Seats Get Full,
Candidate Capacity
Increased Later

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Common Admission Test
(CAT) candidates in Gujarat were racked
byanxiety on Thursdayas theregistration
website failed to offer them time slots for
the test in the state. Students feared that
they would have totravel all the way tocen-
tres like Mumbal. However, the problem
wasresolvedbyveveningasCAT authorities
increased the candidate capacity

“I was very upset because the regisira-
tion for the test had begun hardly ten days
ago” said Archana Tulsant a student from
the city. “So I hadio choose Mumbaias my
testcentre. But in the evening, I learnt that
theproblemhadbeensolvedandIrushedio
changemy testcentreto Ahmedabad.”

A faculiy of IHHIM-Calcutta and convener
of CAT 2011, Janakiraman Moorthy, said:
“We got to know of the problem in the
morning and we immediately started solv-

ingit.” Hesaidthenumberof seatswaslim-
ited and had become full. “We have in-
creased the capacity and there will be no
problems now,” he said, but refused fo re-
vealanynumbers.

While there were three test centres for
CATinthestateuntillastvear thereisonly
one this yeay, at L J Institute of Manage-
ment. Around 7,000 students appeared in
CAT lastyear in Gujarat. Therewere many
candidates from Jaipur, Indore and Udai-
purtakingthetestin Ahmedabad.
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Nasa’s moon mission begins Sept:
Nasa's discovery mission programme -
GRAIL - is making final launch preparations

P-19

forits Sept8launchfrom Cape Canaveral.

Air Force StationinFlorida, the space
agency annnunced The spacecraft are

ta....l P I . i a b &
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China braces to launch
unmanned space lab

Chinais gedring up tolaunch its first
space lab which officials say is a pretude
to a multiphase construction programme
aimed at building a large space station
around 2020, The Tiangong-1 (Heavenly
Palace-1) unmanned spacelab prototypeis
scheduled to blast offin early September as
a test-bed for experiments related to space
rendezvous. According to the China
Natipnal Space Administration, Tiangong-1
is an eight-ton-class space lab prototype
with a cylinder-shaped body‘and two
docking ports onits ends.

lore
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No quotas for higher studies, please

¥ p.v.INDIRESAN

n its latest order, the Supreme

Court has made a distinction

between eligibility and qual-

ifying criterion for the admis-
sion of OBC students, Eligibility is
taken as the minimum marks to be
obtained in the qualifying examin-
ation for a person te be eligible for
admission, whereas qualifying
marks relate to those obtained by the
last candidate of the general cate-
gory, who was admitted. Choice of
the eligible mark is arbitrary; the
qualifying mark is a fact.

UNABLE TO SURVIVE
Invariably, the eligibility criterion is
lower than the qualifying marks. In

its wisdom, the Supreme Court has .

said that in admitting students from
the OBC categoty, only the eligibility
criterion is valid and not the qualify-

1
This is 310th in the Vision 2020
series. The last article appeared
on August 13.

ing marks. I wonder what the IITs
should do — they have no eligibility
criterion and depend only on the
marks obtained in the Joint En-
trance Examination.

The IITs have had a long history
of admitting SC/ST students.In
1971, the Irdian government intro-
duced reservation of 22.5 per cent
for the SCs and STs in admission to
the IITs, It was done hurriedly and
without preparation. '

Reportedly, there was a case in
one of the IITs, where a student was
admitted with zero marks in all four
subjects of the entrance examin-
ation, While the other SC/ST stu-
dents had realised they had
performed badly and opted out of
the later examinations, this partic-
ular candidate had entered all four

Reservation at the university level is not the correct solution
to the backwardness of communities. This is borne out by

2 R
With good early education, stude
privileges.

exams, and as it happened, there

- were not enough studenits to fill the

quota, and so he too was admitted.
Atthis stage, I became the Dean in
IIT Delhi, in charge of undergradu-
ate courses, Realising what a trav-
esty of justice it would be if such
poor quality students were allowed
to continue for five years or even
more without any prospect of get-
tingadegree, I introduced minimum
performance for continuing in II-
T. At the end of the year, of the 53
SC/ST students admitted, admission
for 47 of them was terminated. In
fact, one of them wrote me aletter of
thanks for saving his career.
Professor Nurul Hasan, the then
Minister for Education, called me
for an explanation. I told him that
every student had written two sets
of internal tests, two semester exam-
inations and also a supplementary
examination. On each occasion I

had sent letters to the student and to
the parents, expressing my concern
at the poor performance and fears
that if they continued in the IIT,
their future would be ruined.

The Minister was impressed but
still concerned He went through
the list of students who had been
terminated and found one Ashok
Chaturvedi there. Ye kaisa aa gaya
(how did he come in here?) he aske-
d. T explained that the ITTs give au-
tomatic admission to the top 10

students from each schoolboard and -

that he was one of them. He looked

atme and then asked aap kya lenge —

chai or coffee? (What will you have,
tea or coffee?) That was that,

MINIMUM PERFORMANCE

In a subsequent meeting, I suggest-
ed that no SC or ST student should
be admitted without securing amin-
imum of two-thirds of the marks

‘

listed for admission for the general
candidates to the IITs and to the
BHU.

That did not help because not
enough candidates qualified. Mr
Shankaranand, himself an $C, had
become Minister for Education and,
at first, he objected to the suggestion
made by the Additional Secretary,
Professor Jha, to reduce the qualify-
ing marks further, by saying that it
would bring a bad name to the com-
munity. In the end, he yielded.

Nowadays, the cut-off is 50 per
cent. Unfortunately, sympathy and
charity have not helped. Even after
40 years of reservation, SC/ST can-
didates do not seem to be doing well
inthe IITs. InIIT Delhi, general cat-
egory students passed out with an
average Grade Point Average of 7.5,
whereas the SC/STs had an average
of around 5-6. By IIT standards that
is low, very low.

EARLIER RESERVATION
In the light of this record of nearly
40 years, I conclude:

Reservation at the IIT level has
not helped SC/T candidates.

It is inconceivable that a com-
munity that produced an Ambedkar
cannot produce a few hundred stu-
dents each year to perform well in
the IITs.

Therefore, the system used by
the IITs does not attract the best
students from the $C/ST communi-
ties. SC/ST candidates look for a ca-
reer in government establishments,
which only reserve posts for their
community but do .not shew any
preference to IIT graduates.

Hence, it appears that good qual-
ity SC/ST candidates voluntarily
prefer to study in institutions other
than the IITs, where the competi-
tion is less severe and admission is
easier. Thus, it appears highly prob-
able that the IITs are not attracting
the best students from these com-
munities. )

I go further and suggest that res-
ervation at the university level is not
the correct solution to the back-
wardness of communities. Instead,
reservation should be given at the
earliest stage — say at the end of the
first standard, or at the most, the .
fifth standard.

I suggest that in each district, a
hundred or two hundred best stu-
dents be selected at this low level
and sent — with adequate scholar-
ships — to the schools from where
the IITs and other such institutions
get their regular students. With
such good education, the SC/ST stu-
dents should be able to compete, on
equal terms, perhaps, without any
need for special privileges.

Selected students may even be be-
low the poverty line (BPL) — they
will mostly be SC/STs ~ but will
definitely not bear the stigma of
caste; The “SC Brahmins” — who
want to preserve their hegemony
rather than truly help the under-
privileged — are likely to object. But
then, there is the Supreme Court;
but that is another story.

(The author is a former Director, T
Madras. bifeedback@thehindu.co.in and
indiresan@gmail.com)
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Best-selling speaker

Aabhas Sharma finds thaf Chetan Bhagat the
~motivational speaker is as popular as Bhagat the novelist

hetan Bhagat's books have
' sold in millions, and his

new book, Revolution
2020, is eagerly anticipated by
his readers. Critics may turn up
their nose, but his novels strike a
chord with the young and the
restless. He is also gaining trac-
tion as a commentator, on televi-
sion as well as print, on current
issues. The third hat he wears is
of a motivational speaker. He has
been invited by corporations
like Bharti, Citibank, HCL and
many others to give a pep talk to
their employees.

InaQ&A published on his
site, Bhagat explains how moti-
vational talks came about: “The
motivational talks, T admit, hap-
pened by accident. I gave a
speech titled Sparks at Symbio-
sis College, and the text of it be-
came viral. Soon, I started get-
ting invitations and hence the
new avatar came about.” He goes
on to add what differentiates
him from others (like Shiv Khera
and Kapil Dev): “I keep my talks

light, personal and honest, I do
not consciously try and motivate
people, but many have said they

feel inspired when they hearme -

talk live. I am thankful for the
gift God has given me, for there
are few things in life as wonder-
ful as touching people in a pos-
itive manner.”

Susan Visvanathan, profes-
sor of sociology at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, says what
works in Bhagat's favour is
his huge success as a writer.
“Thereaders probably see
him as an inspiration and &
want to know what made it }
work for him,” she says. In his
Sparks speech, Bhagat talked
about disappointments, frustra-
tions, isolation and unfairness —
something all students would
have encountered at one time or
the other. “It's the context which
strikes a chord with many,” says
the HR head of a bank which has
invited Bhagat on a couple of oc-
casions, “Some of our employees
who didn’t have a great opinion

BS P-ll

of his books did feel uncomfort-
able about the idea, but overall he
was a hit amongst them.”

“You can have a negative
opinion about his books and
writing but the fact is he enjoys
cult status among the youth of
today,” says Visvanathan, To see
the kind of following Bhagat en-
joys one just needs to go to his
official website and see the
comments people leave. One ex-
ample of it is this com-
ment which was made

nounced that his

really excited

, coming bock...

« HRevolution 2020 lts
% Sounds really good...
*:7 Gan't Wait for October,
" PleaseIssue it soon na...I
m dying To read (sic) that
" book... Love and regards,

XYX."” This is just one of
the thousands of comments
posted on his site, '
Sanket Srivastava, a TCS
employee, attended one of
Bhagat's sessions and says
that as a speaker he is witty,
throws in quotes which con-
nect with the audience and

soon after he an- o0

book will hit the 1 keep my
stands in Octob. 1
2011 Helio CAIKS light,
Chetan bhai..1 personal

comes across as “one ofus”, “We
all felt that here is this intel}i-
gent IIT and IIM graduate, an in-
vestment banker, and yet he
made a career out of something
he loved.” Add quotes like “the
world's most sensible person
and the biggest idiot both stay
within us; the worst part is, you
can't even tell who is who”, and
you can see why the audience
loves him.

It is this which
clicks with the au-
dience and sepa-
rates him from the
other best-selling
authors like Ami-
tav Ghosh and
Shobhaa De. Bha-

o yied and honestf gat also markets

himself well as far

as motivational
talks are concerned, There's a
separate section on his website
that contains details on how to
invite him and what he brings
to the table if you invite him as
a speaker. While other authors
may enjoy critical acclaim, it's
Bhagat who is India’s cult fic-
tion writer. Small surprise
then, that people are eagerly
waiting for his new book and
companies and educational in-
stitutes are making a beeline to
invite him to lift the morale of
their employees.
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T ALUMNUS ANNA'S ARDENT FAN

An atumnus of IIT Roorkie, who left his job with a muttinational
sompany and dedicated his life to the service of the nation, came tg
support Anna’s movement. An ardent supporter of Anna, he has bean
fofiowing Anna since his dhama at Jantar Mantar in April.
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Three men from Usmanpur anacted an act of hanging of eminent freedom

fighters Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev. Puran Saini was dressed as

Bhagat Singh, Ram Kumar Guijar as Sukhdsv and Ravi Kumar as Rajguru,
Vikash Lata | Pioness
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